
Post-Show Activities Activity 5

Pine  Cone  Birds 
A craft activity to make a bird puppet out of materials found in nature.

What You Need: Pine cones (enough for one per child), bags of medium sized
craft feathers (two per child), blue-tac. Cardboard/felt and glue for beaks and
eyes (optional).

Activity Timing: 30 - 40 minutes 

Instructions: Provide each child with one pine cone for the bird's body, two
feathers for the wings and some blue-tac to fix the wings inside the cone. They
might wish to add eyes and a beak. These can be made from cardboard or felt
or if you have them, googly eyes.
 
 
 
 
 
 
Taking Flight
 
Once the birds are ready, ask each child to give their bird a name, and then
prepare for flight.
 
Play some instrumental music and let the children experiment with the
movement of the pine cone bird in the classroom.
 
Pine Cone Bird Free Play - Outdoor Activity
 
Next, take the children outside and ask them to take their bird on an adventure
around the playground. Lead this activity initially, by turning your playground
into magical worlds for the birds to fly over. For example, flying over some
plants is a magical forest, the sandpit is a tropical beach, any structures can
become mountains, and puddles can become lakes.
 
Once the children are into the imaginary world, invite them to continue
adventuring with their bird for around 5-10 minutes of free play. Finally, come
back together and share stories of what the birds have explored. What is their
bird's name? Where have they been? Did they make friends?
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